PUT Eh he A 
# 36 - JUNE 2024 
THE NEWSLETTER FOR SAMPLE SLAB 
COLLECTORS. 


Samples and Slabs at the Long Beach Expo 


The expected Long Beach 
Expo 60th anniversary label 
turned up at the June show, 
with pedigreed holders 
given as Treasure Hunt 
prizes. As far as I know, this 
was the only sample given 
by any certifier at this show. 


7 As is increasingly common, 
PCGS MS66RD there were plenty of samples 
Shield 
June 2024 Long Beach Expo EM «and collectible holders in 
919779.66/49996492 , 
Laman KATA MY «dealer cases, with dealers 
: asking strong prices for 


vintage slabs like NGC 


white labels and PCGS doilies. Most 
dealers now recognize sample slabs 
and price them at retail or higher, 
showing that our specialty has 
moved to the edge of the 
mainstream. I left the show with 
one sample for resale and two 
scatce NGC Ocho (Type 8.0) 
production holders to keep. 


The best find was a neat-mint 
PCGS rattler box, lacking the usual 
damage from stickers and tape. A 
dealer I know said he was going to 
offer a box to John Dannreuther 
three tables over and, if John 
passed, I could have it. John 


authenticated the box (at first I thought it wasn’t real because the condition was so good) and 
passed. John probably has plenty from his extensive career at PCGS. So the box is now mine to use 
as a display piece. 


The best part of coin shows is the people, and it was a pleasure to meet long-time correspondent 
and customer Mike Wagner of ‘Time Capsule Coins. I need to remember to take more photos with 


people at shows 


Like every Long Beach, another highlight was visiting with Christopher Bryan of Real American 
Treasure and his impressive inventory of high-end vintage holders. He has multiple NGC black 
labels, PCGS white labels, and PCGS Regencies. 


Slab Collector Meeting #8 at the Chicago ANA — Friday, August 9, 6:00 pm 
The ANA’s World Fair of Money in Rosemont, Illinois will 


include another slab collector meetup. Eighth in a_series that 
G. Britain Sixpence 


started in 2016, this will be an informal meeting of enthusiasts SAMPLE 
2024 Rosemont ANA 
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talking about our mutual interest. There is always some show and Slab Collector Meeting #8 
tell and trading, so feel free to bring slabs to show or sell. In the I 
lobby of the Hyatt Rosemont by the convention center — same 
place as prior Chicago ANAs. Friday, August 9, 6:00 pm. I plan 
to be there early. 


Is there a gift for the occasion? You bet your slab there is! 
Thanks to NGC, attendees will get a holder pedigreed to the 
event. This time with a silver coin — a Great Britain 1937-1946 
George VI sixpence. 


New Sample Slab Issuer — INS 


An entirely new sample slab issuer recently turned up — International Numismatic Society or INS. 
This little-known company was the first to grade coins for customers, issuing certificates with 
numeric grades beginning in 1975 (ANACS certified coins starting in 1972, but only authenticated 
coins without grading them). 


This sample, which does not appear in any reference, resembles those from PCI, Global, and 
International. Has a copyright date of 1988 and matches INS production slabs used about 1989- 
1991. Purchased in a sample slab lot on eBay. I like the major service rarities, but these obscure 
graders ate my favorites. 11 years researching sample slabs and new certifiers keep turning up. 
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Gift from Owen Seymour 


Gratitude requires that I publicly acknowledge this gift from Owen Seymour, coin dealer and former 
PCGS employee known on Instagram as @pa_coins. Includes PCGS holders pedigteed to: 


e Owen’s recent wedding (congratulations). 
e A Boy Scout merit badge clinic (run by Jeff Swindling, who appears later in this newsletter). 
e The 2021 US-Mexican Numismatic Association convention in Scottsdale, Arizona. 


e A Summer Seminar class taught by Steve Feltner. 


Thank you, Owen, for these scarce pieces. 


60 YEARS STRONG 1960-2020 — Manatee and Venice Coin Club samples. 
Guest article by 3rd edition author Burton Strauss 


A few months ago a Franklin half dollar sample from the Venice Coin Club (Florida) showed up on 
eBay. A lot of Venice Coin Club samples have shown up — I wonder if a long-term club member is 
deaccessioning their collection. Unfortunately for me, there isn’t a significant web presence for the 
club. 


As it happens, I bought that sample and cataloged it. But I didn’t do a complete job... I checked the 
end of the cert# range and assigned it a Schwager# and said the edition was 250 pieces since -250 
was the high number. 


Recently three new (to me) samples showed up with a cent, nickel, and dime — but using the same 
cert# (2100369-_ _ _). Which caused me to revisit the NGC database and find out some interesting 
information: There are actually 10 samples across those 250 pieces — and it’s not only Venice, but 
the relatively nearby Manatee club too. 


My Franklin sample happens to be in the last subrange and it’s not indicative of the entire certificate 
number. You would think that’s a lesson I would learn, having found dozens of multistate NGC 
Brown label samples this winter, but nope. 


Some GoogleFu found this: https://www.numismaticnews.net/collecting-101/reflections-on- 


manatee-coin-clubs-60-years which tells the story. 


All of which caused me to catalog the additional nine items with this main entry as the base: 


Catalog Number: | NGC-001-5-4 @) 
Object: Lincoln cent 
Date: 1960 


Grade: GEM PROOF 
Serial: 2100369-__ _ 


Label: MANATEE COIN CLUB 
60 YEARS STRONG 1960-2020 


Pieces: | 25 (NGC Database) -001 to -025 


Notes: ‘Three from the Venice coin club showed up on eBay in April 2024, but database analysis 
revealed surprising information about these samples. There are actually 25 each made for two clubs, 
Manatee and Venice, and five different denominations. From the Numismatic News story 
(https: //www.numismaticnews.net/collecting-101 /reflections-on-manatee-coin-clubs-60-years), 
"Numismatists organized the Manatee Coin Club sometime in 1960. That same year, 40 miles south, 
the Venice Coin Club began. To commemorate their 60th anniversaries, the clubs have purchased 
1960 proof sets. With Numismatic Guaranty Corporation’s assistance, the clubs created some 
sample sets and individual slabs so that every member could afford a souvenir. Any remaining 
sample slabs will be offered for sale." 


Catalog Club Coin From To 
NGC- Manatee Ic -001 -025 
001-5-4 
NGC- Venice 1c -026 -050 
001-5-5 TTT 
NUMISMATIC GUARANTY CORPORATION [BN 61 @e 
NGC. | Manatee Se “051 075 : 
005-5-3 
NGC- Venice 5c -076 -100 
005-5-4 
NGC- Manatee 10c -101 =125 
010-5-2 
NGC- Venice 10c -126 -150 
010-5-3 
NGC- Manatee 25c -151 -175 
025-5-17 
NGC- Venice 25¢ -176 -200 
025-5-18 
NGC- Manatee 50c -201 -225 
050-5-16 
NGC- Venice 50c -226 -250 
050-5-4 


Images courtesy of NGC 


Reader contribution 
After the April article on state quarters in sample slabs, Jeff Swindling wrote: 


“Thought you might enjoy these photos of a complete 50 state set from PCGS and the Montana quarter specifically. 
There were maybe 10-20 sets made for Scout Merit Badge Clinics around 2009. I know one was also donated to and 
sold at the ANA YN Auction during Summer Seminar. They were made by then-ANA board member Patti 
Finner and distributed via random drawings at the end of the clinics to a lucky Scout. I was able to purchase one 
from a winner who wasn't really into coins and just came for the badge.” 


This means that every 50 State quarter exists in a PCGS sample. Jeffs knowledge helps explain why 


a nevet-before-seen PCGS blue label sample occasionally turns up. 


50 State Quarters 


Box #2 


50 State Quarters 
Box #3 


Next Hot Slab — Early VaultBox 


2021 W Eagle S$! 
Eagie Landing T-2 
VaultBox - Series 1 


7197144-520 7 
DUE ST 


With VaultBox debuting in 2023, here’s an exception to the rule that the next hot slab should be 
vintage. Put briefly, a VaultBox is a sealed mystery box holding one to three coins in distinctive 
NGC holders. Every VaultBox series sold out immediately, and coins in VaultBox holders earn 
premiums on the secondary market. 


Each VaultBox series (seven so far) is larger than the last. We collectors like to build “one of each” 
sets, which could lead VaultBox owners to seek earlier series. The smaller issue of series 1 (800 
boxes holding 2,400 coins) makes these holders already uncommon. Series 1 and 2 are likely to keep 
or increase the premium they already have. More valuable VaultBox coins have red core holders 
instead of the usual black, and these are likely to be the most desirable. 


Buying and Selling 
Buying 


I buy sample collections or better single slabs for inventory. For my own collection, I look for 
samples from obscure or unlisted grading services (such as AHCGS, CCCS, or Global), gold coin 
samples, and rarities from all services. Specifically, I am looking for the PCGS blue label with a 
Canada 25 cents and grade MS00, as well as the PMG with an oversized Austria 1000 kroner. I also 
buy NGC Ocho (type 8.0) holders. Contact me at davidschwager@hotmail.com or Instagram 


@schwagerdavid 
Selling 


All ship free. Email davidschwager@hotmail.com to buy. All common payment methods accepted. 


1. NGC #silverdegenerates promotional slab by Instagram 
mainstay @stacking.nyc. Holds a 2023 1/10 oz gold Eagle graded 
MS70. Check comps on this date and grade. $290 


2. NGC US. Mexican 
Numismatic Association 
Convention sample with 
1980-Mo Mexico 20 peso. 
These US Mex samples have 
become desirable lately. $40 


3. PCGS luncheon slab January 11, 2008 with proof Madison presidential dollar. A scarce early 
luncheon slab. $200 


4. PCGS luncheon slab August 13, 2010 with proof Yosemite quarter. An even rarer luncheon slab. 
These come up for sale about every two years. $250 


5. PCGS luncheon slab for 2021 PCGS Asia Annual Dinner with 35th anniversary silver medal. This 
is the first I have seen or heard of this luncheon slab. Note this is not the usual 35th anniversary 
medal, but a different design in silver for the Asia market. Maybe should be higher, considering how 
avidly luncheon slabs are pursued, but yours for $250. 


6. PCGS 30th anniversary medal — the standard variety labeled “Commemorative.” $35 
7. PCGS 30th anniversary medal — “Authorized Dealer’ variety. Does not include the pouch. $50 


8. PCGS 50th anniversary (1964-2014) Long Beach Expo 
with 2013-D Kennedy half. Most of these holders have 
2014-P coins, but this is a 2013-D. $50 


9. Group of 14 
PCGS samples with 
2010-D Shield 
cents. All 14 for 
$100 shipped. 
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10. Full set of PCGS Set Registry holders with all six American Women quarters. Not many of these 
were given out, and assembling a set is a difficult task. In excellent condition. $600 
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Also see my eBay store. I will give better prices on eBay listings for readers who contact me directly. 


Sample Slab Update #36 — June 2024 (sent 6/10/24). Published about every two months by 
David Schwager, Fountain Valley, California. davidschwager@hotmail.com. Please email me to be 
added to or removed from the mailing list. Comments and submissions are welcome. See 
SampleSlabBook.com or the Newman Numismatic Portal for past issues. The best way to reach me 


and know what I am doing is Instagram @schwagerdavid. I also respond to Facebook messages. 
i 


